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In December 2018, we attended a special Inter-Parliamentary Union meeting on the occasion 
of the Adoption of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration. This parlia-
mentary event was held in the days immediately before the UN Global Summit on Migration, 
which was also held in Morocco, and it followed on from previous events during the consul-
tations and discussions on the UN Global Compacts on Migration and Refugees. Specifically, 
this event followed the adoption of a resolution at 139th IPU Assembly in October 2018 
‘Strengthening Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation on Migration and Migration Governance in 
view of the adoption of the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.’ In Rabat, 
parliamentarians from across Africa also presented a statement reflecting their particular 
challenges, both as countries that receive migrants and refugees but also countries that ex-
port migrants and, in some cases, refugees.  

The IPU meeting was well attended and timely. We attended all sessions and also took part 
in a number of discussions during the networking opportunities between sessions and at the 
end of the day. Colleagues from across Europe, Africa and elsewhere were very keen to know 
about the current political situation in the UK, in particular how that may affect UK immigra-
tion policy and the UK’s approach to managed migration. For our part, we were keen to pro-
mote a positive approach to managed migration, bring refugees and asylum seekers more 
directly into the discussions, and therefore feed into the UN Global Compact debates.  

We are concerned that the UN Compact on Migration does not reflect the links between mi-
gration and refugees. Some of the speakers and the contributions from the parliamentarians 
present at this event brought that link out in the sessions. But we feel that the decision of UN 
member states to separate the two Compacts into distinct different agreements ignores the 



clear connections between systems of migration, and decision making and support for refu-
gees. We made this point in Rabat, and we feel the UK government should emphasise this in 
international discussions. 

Lord Dubs spoke as a panel member during the session on local implementation initiatives. 
We were also able to contribute to other discussions, both from our UK/European experience 
but also from a policy perspective – including references from Lord McConnell on the im-
portance of Agenda2030 and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  

There were a number of detailed presentations from speakers representing agencies engaged 
in managing refugee flows and migration more generally, and experts who were able to write 
historical and current analysis. We found particularly interesting the developing situation in 
Spain where more of the Mediterranean crossings were leading to arrivals in Spain, and the 
Spanish authorities and the NGO’s did not yet have the capacity to manage these arrivals as 
effectively as they may have been managed elsewhere. In particular there were challenges 
for translation, facilities, and for the administration and movement for migrants and asylum 
seekers following arrival and processing.  

Several speakers touched on the impact – particularly in North Africa – on countries where 
significant numbers of migrants from less developed countries or conflicts, were arriving, and 
the challenge of managing this with scarce resources. Both the situation in Spain and this dual 
impact of emigration and in-migration were issues that we felt we learned more about during 
the Summit. We also noted the outspoken hostility of some Parliamentarians to the flows of 
people.   

This event brought together parliamentarians from a wide range of countries immediately in 
advance of the UN Global Summit discussing the same topic. It would have been helped by 
more speakers being more succinct and therefore the event running on time thereby allowing 
more contributions on experience from different countries and the participation of more del-
egates. 

In summary, we felt this was a useful event, where we learned more about the experience of 
others and were able to inject the UK experience into discussions. But it could have been 
more productive with a more participatory approach to the sessions.  


