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Dear Mr. Chungong, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the All-Party Parliamentary Human Rights Group (PHRG) 
in my role as Chair, having been elected to replace Rt Hon Ann Clwyd MP after she 
stood down as an MP in the 2019 general elections, to express our appreciation for the 
work being done by the IPU’s Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians 
(“the Committee”) and to highlight particular cases of concern to us.  I also take a keen 
interest in the IPU’s work across the board in my role as Vice-Chair of the BGIPU and 
I have consulted the other four BGIPU Officers, including the Chair Harriett Baldwin 
MP, in forming my views below.  
 
BGIPU Officers also specifically wanted to join the PHRG  in reaffirming that the 
Committee’s work is as important as ever, particularly as the rights of 
Parliamentarians in so many countries are still being flagrantly violated, and, in the 
spirit of Parliamentary solidarity, that both organisations will continue to support its 
work, including by raising greater awareness within the UK Parliament and with the 
UK Government of specific cases under examination. 
 
As regards cases the PHRG is particularly concerned about, and has been 
raising, I would highlight the following:  

• Those in Turkey – where there has been a systematic attempt to persecute 
and disenfranchise opposition MPs over many years, particularly those from 
the HDP.  The recent case of Omer Gergerlioglu, whose immunity was stripped, 
possibly according to Human Rights Watch as "a reprisal by the Erdogan 
Government for his brave and vocal stance in support of thousands of victims 
of human rights violations", serves to illustrate how the relevant authorities are 
trying to shut down the elected opposition.  The PHRG is also very concerned 
about reports that attempts are currently being made to dissolve the HDP in 
its entirely which could result in more than 50 MPs losing their seats. 
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• Joana Mamombe in Zimbabwe – this case was first brought to our 
attention by someone close to the MP who is very concerned by the toll the 
abduction and on-going persecution is taking on Ms. Mamombe.  We would be 
grateful therefore if the Committee could ensure it raises its concerns with the 
relevant authorities with a view to safeguarding Ms. Mamombe’s welfare and 
ensuring she can continue to exercise her Parliamentary mandate.  More 
generally, we are also concerned about machinations being used to expel MDC-
Alliance MPs from Parliament, to undermine the legitimate Parliamentary 
opposition.     

• Those in Uganda - the PHRG and other UK Parliamentarians remain 
concerned by the on-going persecution of opposition Parliamentarians, 
including the National Unity Platform (NUP) Party President, Robert 
Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, aka Bobi Wine. Most recently, the latter's bullet-proof 
car has had to be surrendered to the tax authorities, thereby potentially 
endangering his safety, and he was arrested and released without charge last 
month for his participation in a protest about the arrest and disappearance of 
his supporters, at which time he again mentioned that his home was being 
surrounded by security officials. We would ask that the Committee continues to 
closely monitor developments on these cases, particularly given, as the 
Committee has itself noted, that no attempt appears to have been made to hold 
the perpetrators of serious abuses against these Parliamentarians to account, 
effectively encouraging further abuse. 

• Those in the Philippines, particularly that of Senator De Lima – the 
PHRG is aware that a number of MPs in the Philippines have been persecuted 
because of their opposition to the policies of President Duterte.  Senator De 
Lima’s case is particularly egregious as she has effectively been arbitrarily 
detained for four years for having criticised the President’s war on drugs which 
has resulted in thousands of extra-judicial killings.  We are also concerned 
about other MPs, such as Sarah Elago and Arlene Brosas, being harassed 
through “red-tagging” by officials, thereby putting their lives at risk, and 
politically motivated prosecutions.  We would ask that the Committee continues 
to call for Senator De Lima’s immediate release and for the persecution and 
judicial harassment of the other MPs to stop. 

• Those in Myanmar – the PHRG, like many Parliamentarians globally, have 
been dismayed by the recent developments there, with the military carrying out 
a coup nullifying the results of last year’s elections and declaring a year-long 
state of emergency.   The PHRG would like to see the Committee initiate a 
specific campaign in support of the ousted MPs, calling for the detained to be 
released immediately and all those elected to be allowed to exercise their 
Parliamentary mandates, along the lines of its previous campaign in support of 
MPs after the military refused to recognise the results of the 1990 elections.  

• The G11 in Eritrea – the PHRG has been raising this long-running case with 
relevant interlocutors for many years and believes all possible avenues should 
continue to be explored by the Committee to establish if any of these MPs are 
still alive, and in the unlikely event that some are, to push for their immediate 
release.  The PHRG also thinks it is important for the Committee to keep 
pursuing these cases to highlight that the international community has not 
forgotten them or their long-suffering families, who are still seeking closure.  

 
We hope this is helpful and look forward to continuing to follow and support the 
Committee’s work. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Rt Hon Dame Diana Johnson MP 
Chair – All-Party Parliamentary Human Rights Group (PHRG)  
 


